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Learning Objectives
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Upon completion of this course the learner will be able to:

• Describe the importance of advocacy in addressing pharmacy-related issues at 

the state and federal regulatory and legislative levels. 

• Explain the processes by which legislative and administrative policy is made, 

and identify how a pharmacist can become an advocate to influence policy.

• Identify and analyze emerging issues that may affect pharmacy health policy to 

propose amendments or develop new health policy.

• Develop and implement effective advocacy strategies and lobbying campaigns.

• Demonstrate persuasive communication and collaboration skills in dealing with 

public policymakers to develop pharmacy health policy.

• Evaluate the impact of advocacy efforts.



2024 ASPL Fall Meeting Developments in Pharmacy Law Seminar XXXV

Course Overview
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• Duration

• 2 credit course, 15 weeks, fall and spring terms

• Readings/Resources

• Instructional Methods

• Workshops

• Mini-Lectures

• Group meetings

• Simulations

• Field assignments (e.g. lobbying, testifying)

• ACTIVE LEARNING!
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Curriculum
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• Team building activities (StrengthsQuest)

• Understanding the policy and lawmaking process

• Introduction to political advocacy and lobbying strategies and tactics

• Identifying and defining goals for an advocacy project

• Policy research in the development of an advocacy project

• Building and leveraging networks

• Communications skills and the art of persuasion

• Navigating ethics and legal considerations in lobbying

• Mock lobbying session

• Present final advocacy project to policymakers (lobby, testify)

• Measure impact and evaluate success or failure
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Examples of Active Learning
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• Identified and helped draft legislation

• Hosted town hall meetings

• Secured a bill sponsor

• Lobbied legislators (e.g. State Legislature, Congress)

• Testified before the House and Senate Public Health Committees

• Bill signing session with the Governor
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Identified and Helped Draft Legislation

7



2024 ASPL Fall Meeting Developments in Pharmacy Law Seminar XXXV

Hosted Town Hall Meetings
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Developed Talking Points
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Secured Bill Sponsors
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Lobbied the Legislature
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Students (Imi Mvere, 
Marie Naho) lobbying Sen. 
Cecile Bledsoe, Chair of 
the Public Health, Welfare, 
and Labor Committee
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Developed Alliances
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Testified before House and Senate Committees
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Students testifying 
before the House 
and Senate Public 
Health, Welfare, and 
Labor Committees
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Attended a Bill Signing with the Governor
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Assessment
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• Examples of Assignments
• Written communications (e.g. talking points, final project)

• Oral communications (e.g. moderate town halls, lobby)

• Legislation tracking exercise

• Reflective writings

• Peer reviews

• Attendance and participation

• Led an advocacy meeting with a legislator
• Failure to do so earns an “F” in the course

• Testify before a legislative committee
• Automatic “A” for any student who provided testimony

• Bill signed into law
• Automatic “A” for ALL students whose bill gained passage

• Authored a paper for a national publication
• Extra credit
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Course Outcomes
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Number of students who have taken the course

• 23 across 5 semesters

Examples of bills for which students had a major responsibility 
in gaining successful passage include:

• Therapeutic substitution in the retail setting

• Expansion of emergency refills for chronic medications to 30-days

• Pharmacists administration of all medications (except intrathecal, intraarticular)

• Medical marijuana dispensaries required to offer consultant pharmacist services

• Pharmacist prescribing (e.g. oral contraceptives, smoking cessation, Narcan)

• Pharmacists recognized as a provider with the Arkansas Medicaid program
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Assessment Question

Which of the following represent a scope of practice issue that 

students have helped gain passage through a state legislature?

a) Prescribing authority for pharmacists across various drug classes

b) Broad authority for pharmacists to administer medications

c) Recognition of pharmacists as a provider by state Medicaid

d) All of the above
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Assessment Question – Answer

Which of the following represent a scope of practice issue that 

students have helped gain passage through a state legislature?

a) Prescribing authority for pharmacists across various drug classes

b) Broad authority for pharmacists to administer medications

c) Recognition of pharmacists as a provider by state Medicaid

d) All of the above
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